Welcome Week Educational Sessions Proposal
10:00am -12:20pm

UNI 101: Intro to College

Learning Outcome:

Students will gain a basic understanding of the transition to the college environment as a result of educational sessions targeting the areas of academics, being a healthy student (mentally and physically), and belonging to a diverse University community as evidenced by increased sense of belonging, understanding of academic expectations, and resources available at UNI through the New Student Survey.
Overview of Program:

Three program sessions will be offered simultaneously for a period of 40 minutes, 3 times. Students will rotate between all three session according to their last name (A-I, J-N, and O-Z). This will ensure that all students participating receive the information presented. These sessions would be offered to all students (freshmen and transfer).  If students attend all programs, they will be entered into a drawing for a large prize to be given away at the comedian that night. 

Programs would be presented be informative, but engaging. Targeting faculty or staff, with the assistance of students, to share and present this information to new students.

Academic Session Goals

Students will…

· Gain an understanding of the differences between high school and college (or between previous college and UNI in the “transfer track”)?
· Understand the expectations of a new student in the college classroom
· Be introduced to helpful campus resources to assist students in the academic transition (i.e. advising, academic learning center, etc.)

Being a Healthy Student Session Goals

Students will…

· Exposed to issues and information related to new student topics including money management, relationships, and healthy choices (wellness, alcohol, etc.) information to the first year transition
· Be introduced to helpful campus resources to assist students in healthy choices (i.e. WRC, counseling center, Res Life, etc.)

Belonging to a Diverse UNI Community Session Goals
Students will…
· Gain an understanding of what it means to be part of a diverse University community at UNI and the surrounding area

· Be encouraged to take opportunities to expose themselves to new people and new experiences

· Understand the importance of respect and belonging in the University environment

Other thoughts:

· Have 2-3 returning students help move students from session to session. Those students would also students entering the last session their entry for the prize and collect those at the end of the session.

· Possible a transfer student session before or after these sessions to talk about issues related specifically to the transfer student such as academic expectations, involvement opportunities, and the opportunity to ask current transfer student questions about their experience.

​Space/Material Needs

· 3 dynamic presenters, passionate about the new or first year student

· Three large lecture halls (200+) for each session w/ computer and LCD capabilities

· Possibility to use microphones, due to possible large numbers

· Incentives (Large, i.e. one free pizza a week for a year, and some smaller incentives such as t-shirts, etc.)

· 6-8 Student volunteers to lead students from sessions and assist with incentive give-away

· Work w/ Residence Life, Jumpstart, and International Programs to encourage groups to bring students to these events
